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Pursuing Peace and Justice in a Divided World

I: Pursuing peace and justice – at the same time? 
We are commanded to “pursue” only two values: justice (Deuteronomy 16:20) and peace 
(Psalms 34:15).  But what do we do when these two supreme principles of our tradition are in 
tension?  We explore classical wisdom on this complex moment in American society. 

II: What is peace?  Who is a Rodef Shalom? What is the difference between a Rodef Shalom and 
a Rodef Tsedek? 
What do we mean when we pray for peace?  How do we serve the cause of peace in our work 
and in our lives? We study a variety of texts that define peace and the pursuer of peace in 
intriguingly different ways, and consider the similarities and differences between the pursuit of 
peace and the pursuit of justice. 

III: Machloket l’shem shamayim: The Jewish Art of Sacred Disagreement 
We study the central Jewish texts on sacred and constructive disagreement.  What do these texts 
suggest for our lives and our communities? 

IV: Tochacha: The Jewish Art of Difficult Conversation 
We study classical sources on the mitzvah of “tochacha” - “rebuke” or, more broadly, “difficult 
conversation.” How do these values and practices apply to political speech: in personal 
relationships, in community, and in the public square? 

V: Sh’mirat Halashon for Rod’fei Shalom and Rod’fei Tsedek 
How do we “guard our tongues from speaking evil” in the heat of ideological disagreement or in 
the midst of impassioned political work?  What do Jewish speech ethics have to teach about how 
to raise our voices in useful and Jewishly appropriate ways? 

VI: Middot for Rod’fei Shalom and Rod’fei Tsedek 
We study and explore some of the middot that are essential for our souls when we engage in 
peace and in justice work. 

Proposed Webinar—May 2017 
“From Enemy to Friend: Jewish Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace”  
A text-based study of the art of transforming perspectives and r elationships 




